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Manifesto for

“1st March 2010 Strike of Foreigners”  

This movement is open to people of all races, gender, faith, education and political leanings, immigrants, descendants of immigrants and native Italians. 

We are brought together by awareness of the importance of the social, cultural and economic contribution of immigration to our country. We are outraged by the smear campaign against foreigners in Italy, which has led to a barbaric, racist atmosphere and the adoption of discriminatory laws which are far from the principles and the spirit of our Constitution.

 
It should be recalled that the right to emigrate is recognized by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and that human history is the history of migrations, without which there would have been no civilization process in the world and development of cultures. We reject stereotypes, racist laws and measures, institutional anti-immigrant campaigns, the use of discriminatory terms and images and, the misuse of calls to return to cultural and Christian roots to justify local and national policies of rejection and against reception of immigrants. 

  

Immigrants are not a shapeless mass of parasites and opportunists. They are not mechanical manual workers and suppliers of cheap labour. 

They are hardworking people who perform essential tasks for the maintenance of a complex and articulated society like ours. They are individuals with proposals, ideas and emotional power, languages, interests and desires. 

We ask that the daily toil of immigrants who are committed to work in our country and for our country, often under very harsh conditions, and whose most basic human rights are often violated, be recognized and appreciated. 

We ask that the policy of two weights and two measures in laws and in action stop here and now! 

This is why we have created this group, which right from its formation, is already a mixed race one, proudly bringing together Italians, foreigners, second generation immigrants, and anyone else who would like to join. 

This is why we are calling for the “1st March 2010 Strike of Foreigners”. 

We want to make our voice heard in different ways: by abstention from work; by going on a shopping strike; by avoiding to use the public transport for a day; or by simply being present in a Square. 
We have self-organized citizen committees which will autonomously choose how to protest and the manner they deem most appropriate to individual situations. 

“1st March 2010 Strike of Foreigners” is ideally linked to the following initiatives: 

- 20th September 1989, Villa Litterna: Strike against illegal hiring of immigrants and the Camorra, following the racist murder of Jerry Essan Masio. 

- 16th May 2002, Vicenza: Immigrants' strike against the Bossi-Fini Immigration Law. 

“1st March 2010 Strike of Foreigners” is also ideally linked to the US general strike of immigrants which occurred on 1st May 2006, when millions of immigrants hit the streets across the country to protest against criminalisation of illegal immigration and the policies of exclusion. 

"First strike in March 2010 of Foreigners" is also linked to and inspired by La journée sans immigrés: 24h sans nous, the movement in France which for some months, has been preparing the strike of immigrants on 1st March 2010. 

  

For further information:

primomarzo2010.blogspot.com" http://primomarzo2010.blogspot.com

coordinamento nazionale: primomarzo2010@gmail.com

Canal Peace reporter réservé au collectif: http://it.peacereporter.net/primomarzo2010/158/1

Vous pouvez envoyer vos témoignages à: primomarzo2010@peacereporter.net

Pour nous soutenir : c/c Banca etica, primo marzo 2010-01
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